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ASESMA is not just a 2-week school. It is a program for continuing interactions and
collaborations, including a series of biennial schools planned for 2010-2020, endorsed by IUPAP
with the initiative and active support of the Commissions on Computational Physics (C20) and
Physics for Development (C13). The goal of ASESMA is to create an interactive, supportive
environment for the participants as they return to their institutions, often isolated and poorly
equipped. Electronic structure theory and computation is an area where forefront research can be
done with very limited resources, where contact can be made with technology relevant for Africa,
and where the computational expertise can be used in teaching and other areas of science and
technology. The initial school in 2010 was a resounding success. The participants have stayed in
touch after the school and there is enthusiasm for the future. Several have started studies made
possible by contacts made at the school. Much of the success was due to an innovative program of
mentors, motivated young scientists at the post-doctoral level mainly from the USA, who worked
with the participants one-on-one. Each participant could progress based on his/her own abilities,
discuss physics, and work on group projects. Since the school the mentors have contacted every
student; have on-going email contact on physics and computing issues; set up web pages
(https://sites.google.com/site/asesma2010/), a monthly newsletter, and a Facebook page. The
school in 2012 will be at Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya, with students from many countries in
sub-Saharan Africa. Several participants in 2010 will be mentors in 2012, but it is still important
to have mentors and lecturers from outside Africa to help connect to research throughout the
world. ASESMA has received recognition including articles in Nature Physics and Physics Today.
Links to the articles, reports and plans can be found at http://asesma.ictp.it/.


